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Responsible Authority 
 

 The Plant Health Directorate is responsible 
for: 
 

 Plant health aspects of import and export arrangements 
applicable to plants and their propagation material, plant 
pests, plant produce and growing media entering Malta.  
 

 The Plant Health Directorate was established in 2001 under 
the Act XVIII of 2001, as amended by Act III of 2004 of the 
Plant Quarantine Act. 
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Mission Statement 
 

The Plant Health Directorate, the Maltese National  
Plant Protection Organization (NPPO), is to co-ordinate  
and regulate activities to control the introduction and  
dispersion of major pests and diseases harmful to plant  
production while encouraging the production of good  
quality and healthy plants, as foreseen in the  
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and the  
European Union’s legislative provisions. 
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The Plant Health Directorate is equipped with  

diagnostic laboratories which test for: 

 

  Virology 

  Bacteriology  

  Mycology 

  Nematology  

  Entomology  

 

  to identify any plant diseases 
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 The Surveillance and Inspectorate Unit (Plant 
Quarantine) within the Plant Health Directorate is 
responsible for the Pest Surveillance/Surveys on plants 
and plant products. Monitoring surveys are carried out 
in conjunction with the Diagnostic and Control Unit. 
 

   Legal Basis: 
 

 Council Directive 2000/29/EC and its amendments 
 Transposed by Legal Notice 97 of 2004 and its 

amendments. 
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Plant Health Directorate 

   Surveillance and Inspectorate Unit  

      Plant Biotechnology Centre 

      Annibale Preca Street    

       Lija LJA 1915          

www.planthealth.com.mt 

planthealth@gov.mt    

Tel: 22927545 

http://www.planthealth.com.mt/
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 Pest Surveillance and Surveys are carried out 
in various locations: 

  Border Inspection Posts 

  Internal market 

  Nurseries 

  Heat Treatment Facilities 

  Open Fields 

  Collecting Centres and Warehouses 
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 Surveys carried out annually by the Plant 
Health Directorate are as follows: 

 

  13 for different types of Viruses 

    6 for different types of Bacteria 

  11 for different types of Fungi 

    2 for different types of Nematodes 

  17 for different types of Insects 
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 A work plan is set up every year for implementing these 
surveys which include logistic information such as survey 
types, various locations were such surveys are done, host 
plants which are mostly related to such pest, the best period 
of the year were these surveys are performed, quantities of 
samples that are required and methodology for a uniform 
sample that is effective to detect the targeted organisms. 

 
    This is in line with the Multi Annual National Control Plan 

(MANCP) drawn up by the Directorate in line with the Council 
Reg/2004. 
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 The Maltese Islands has the status of 
Protected Zone for the Citrus Triteza Virus 
and Colorado Beetle.  

 Citrus Triteza Virus was detected in the island 
of Gozo and a three year contingency plan 
was drawn up to eradicate the infected trees. 
Monitoring of the area has been carried out 
for the last three years. No new infected trees 
has been discovered. Protected zone status is 
still maintained 
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 Tuta absoluta was first detected on the 
islands in late 2009. In 2010 this pest 
made a devastative damage on tomato 
crop. 

 This results in reducing the annual yield 
of tomatoes production by more than 
50% which effected the local food 
processing industry. 
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 Monitoring of pests started immediately after 

detection. 

 

 Information campaign was launched with all 

stakeholders involved. 

 

 Legislation came in force for a more effective 

control. 

 



Training Workshop on Pest 
Surveillance - Morocco 

   An Integrated Pest Management was 

adopted within legislation; 

 

 Mass Trapping (Pheromones) 

 Insecticide treatment 

 Netting in Greenhouses 

 Destruction of plant material with early 

symptoms of infection. 
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 The strategy adopted was a success 

because in 2011 the damage caused by Tuta 

absoluta had  minor effects on the industry 

for the benefit of both the growers and 

producers.  Statistics show that it effected 

less than 2% of the whole production. 
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 In 2007 the Red Palm Weevil was also recorded in 

Malta. (Rynchoforous ferrugineous)  

 

   Hosts: Palmae species (Locally Phoenix canariensis 

was the palm species mostly affected).  

   Approximately there are 40,000 palms – (according to 

the survey carried out in year 2009).  

   All the island of Malta is a demarcated area.  

   However RPW is still not present in Gozo and 

Comino.  
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  The control of the Red Palm Weevil is being  

  carried out using an integrated control management 

  strategy. This includes :  

 

  Detection  

  Mass trap monitoring   

  Preventive and curative treatments  

  Quarantine  

  Information, collaboration, coordination and  

  applied research.  
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    The action taken results in controlling the spreading 
of the pest in the island of Malta with stabilising its 
population. 

 

 Palm Movement was prohibited from Malta to the  
islands of Gozo and Comino.  Positive results were 
achieved because to date no RPW was detected. 
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   Thank you for your attention. 

 

Josef Borg  

Senior Agricultural Officer 


